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Unit Focus

In this first unit of study, students will read short, narrative stories and focus on story elements such as summary, setting, character
change/growth, theme, point of view, figurative language, conflict, and using text evidence for support. Students will also write personal
narratives. Students will learn how to organize an event sequence and use relevant descriptive details and narrative techniques to develop
experiences, events, and characters. Teachers will conference with students to set individual writing goals. The five themes of geography will
be explored along with the roles and responsibilities of being an effective community member. The primary instructional materials for this unit
include: a variety of short stories and novels, Prentice Hall Literature, and Prentice Hall Geography Tools and Concepts.

Stage 1: Desired Results - Key Understandings
Established Goals Transfer

Common Core
English Language Arts: 6

Cite textual evidence to support
analysis of what the text says explicitly
as well as inferences drawn from the
text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
grammar and usage when writing or
speaking. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.1
Engage effectively in a range of
collaborative discussions (one-on-one,
in groups, and teacher-led) with
diverse partners on grade 6 topics,

T1 (T1) Teacher Lens: Students will be able to comprehend and engage with a variety of texts
in order to become independent, critical thinkers.
T2 (T20) Student Lens: Active readers think critically about what they read.
T3 (T2) Teacher lens: Students will be able to thoughtfully produce text for a broad range of
audiences, purposes and tasks.
T4 (T21) Student lens: Powerful writers think critically about what they write.
T5

Students will understand that reading  and writing are each a process requiring active
engagement and application of  strategies.

T6

Thematic: Students will develop a deeper understanding of their world by learning to view
societies through geography.
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texts, and issues, building on
others'ideas and expressing their own
clearly. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.6.1
Demonstrate command of the
conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling
when writing. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a
text and how it is conveyed through
particular details; provide a summary
of the text distinct from personal
opinions or judgments. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.6.2
Describe how a particular story's or
drama's plot unfolds in a series of
episodes as well as how the characters
respond or change as the plot moves
toward a resolution. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.6.3
Use knowledge of language and its
conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.6.3
Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, relevant
descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.W.6.3
Determine or clarify the meaning of
unknown and multiple-meaning words
and phrases based on grade 6 reading
and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.L.6.4
Determine the meaning of words and
phrases as they are used in a text,
including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the impact of a
specific word choice on meaning and
tone. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.4
Analyze how a particular sentence,

 

T7

Thematic: As members of a variety of  communities, students will understand their roles and
responsibilities in  order to effectively contribute to the greater good.

Meaning

Understandings Essential Questions

U1 (U702) Each genre of writing follows
specific organizational patterns and
techniques to elicit an intended response
from the reader.
U2 (U102) Identifying a texts genre,
purpose, point of view, and organizational
structure helps readers analyze and
comprehend the text.
U3 (U103) Readers support their
conclusions (inferences and interpretations)
by citing appropriate evidence within the
text.
U4

Thematic: The strength of a community
depends upon the responsible participation
of its members.

U5

Thematic: The development of societies is
influenced by geography.

Q1 (Q105) What is the text really about (theme,
main idea)? (K-12)
Q2 (Q106) What do I need to know to
retell/summarize this text? (K-12)
Q3 (Q206) How do I make and support
conclusions/interpretations/inferences/opinions?
(K-12)
Q4 (Q108) How do people, events, and ideas
change/develop within the text? (K-12) Whose
voices are heard/not heard? (6-12)
Q5 (Q204) How do authors make specific
language, narrative, structure, and/or style
choices to communicate their ideas? How does
that affect my reading? (K-12)
Q6 (Q704) How do I develop and revise my
writing using appropriate tools and techniques?
(3-12)
Q7 (Q603) Why do I think this? (K-1) How do I
support my ideas when writing in this particular
genre? (2-12)
Q8

How do writers use specific language, narrative,
structure, and/or style choices to communicate
their ideas?  How does that affect my writing?

Q9

Thematic: What does it mean to be a
responsible community member?

Q10

© Eduplanet21 2018 Page 2 of 13 Report produced on: Tue, January 02, 2018 at 4:04 PM



chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the
overall structure of a text and
contributes to the development of the
theme, setting, or plot. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.RL.6.5
Demonstrate understanding of
figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5
Include multimedia components (e.g.,
graphics, images, music, sound) and
visual displays in presentations to
clarify information. CCSS.ELA-
LITERACY.SL.6.5
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate general academic and
domain-specific words and phrases;
gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important
to comprehension or expression.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.6
Explain how an author develops the
point of view of the narrator or speaker
in a text. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.6

Thematic: How does geography influence the
development of a community?

Acquisition of Knowledge and Skill

Knowledge Skills

S1

Cite textual evidence to support analysis of
text; draw inferences

S2

Determine theme or central idea of text; write
an objective summary

S3

Describe how plot unfolds and how characters
respond/change as the plot move towards a
resolution 

S4

Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into overall text structure
and contributes to the development of
plot/theme/setting

S5

Explain how an author develops point of view of
narrator/speaker

S6

Write narrative: engage the reader by
establishing a context and introducing a
narrator or character(s); organize a natural
event sequence, use narrative techniques to
develop experiences, events, and/or character,
use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and
clauses, use precise words, descriptive details,
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and sensory language, provide a conclusion
that follows from the narrated experiences or
events

S7

Come to discussions prepared, having read or
researched material under study

S8

Follow rules of collegial discussions

S9

Pose and respond to specific questions with
elaboration and detail

S10

Review the key ideas expressed and
demonstrate understanding of multiple
perspectives

S11

Identify the five themes of geography (place,
human-environment interaction, region,
location and movement)

S12

Understand the role of a responsible community
member:

a.  demonstrate C.A.R.E.S.

b.  be an active participant in class (e.g., listen,
questioning, contributing)

c.  take ownership of learning (e.g., prepared,
punctual, self-advocacy, study and
organizational skills)

d.  respect diversity in the classroom and school
community (e.g., other's points of view,
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learning styles and needs, differences)

S13

Use the themes of geography to understand
how geography impacts society.

S14

Recognize the complexity of communities.
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